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Conservation Council of WA � Adjournment Debate 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: One thing I like about the Conservation Council of WA is that it never seems to take 
sides politically�until we find them in Parliament after they join the Labor Party and get elected! I do not know 
what will happen to its funding in respect of this government. What I do know is that we found that the last 
government was funding the trade union movement through the Department of Industry and Resources; it was 
just a nice little contribution to keep them all happy. That is going to get cut; I can guarantee members that. That 
is going to get cut as part of the Department of Commerce�s three per cent cut.  

Professor Harries might have some views about the industry working group. Let me say this to members 
opposite for the last time: the industry working group is a group of industry people I have chosen to tell me what 
industry thinks is wrong with the approvals processes. It is not there to tell me what the Conservation Council of 
Western Australia thinks, what the Aboriginal community thinks or what the trade unions think; it is there to tell 
me what the mining industry thinks so that I can relay its concerns to the inquiry into the approvals process. It is 
a cabinet subcommittee of which I am but one member. My colleague the Minister for Environment is looking at 
it from the conservation side of the argument. I know that the Minister for Indigenous Affairs is looking at it 
from the point of view of Aboriginal issues. They will bring those particular points of view to the table when we 
make any decisions, if we make any, about the approvals process. 

The approvals process in Western Australia has been condemned by industry commentators from many sectors. 
The $30 million or $40 million that the Labor government put into the approvals process to speed it up was 
condemned by the Auditor General as a total waste of money. Nothing whatsoever was achieved. That is what I 
have inherited. Western Australia has been the least competitive and most risky place in Australia to do business 
in the mining industry when, in fact, the whole economy is based on the resources sector. That is where 
members� salaries, including the opposition members� salaries, come from. Therefore, members opposite had 
better start supporting it.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 11.06 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 
 
 


